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ENVIRONMENT RECYCLING

Carpet takes on
‘green’ pattern

A US manufacturer pians to revoluiicnise

an industry that wastes energy and
rezcurcas, writes Caspar Henderson

Few peepls womld
consider starting

the next Industrisl
revolution with
something &s mundane 25 2
commaeraial foce covering.
But that la what Interface,
the TS enfrpany that is thoe
warld's remuiscturer
aof carpet , 2ima o do,
In an ever more cruwded
worid wWhery Lhere are
{nareasing pressured on the
eaviponment, say [ntarface
and Iz alies. a priofly
shopld be radleal m&m
in the amevnr of mamer and
caergy wsad to lmprove goal-

ey of Lile
Intarfece has copme up
with & prodict called Salen-

mess” gurt. Ag 3 result, he
belteved, Intérface is il

it develops worn pabches. f
takes Zky of fossll fusl
turn about kg of mainly
petroleum-based foedstosit
inze carpet and an additional
AIouRT Lo Drensport it fo the
cugbomer and back to land
i, where it bukes sbomt
20,000 WEuw 30 et

There are ether cosis, too.
To réplach @ stndird Rrpat
an offles must be shub dows,
fornittre reméved, carpec

L 1orm wp and sent to landfll,

pew curpet laid, the oifize
restaroed, operations

than comparable
tilea. The Europesy
version, which- 18 woven
using 100 por cent ranswable
eleerrieity and went oo ko
the market last month, i=
close behind,

“Interlate lotends Solem-
i:un 'Eththoﬁfﬂinm
ne MECD Susta

designed productz, with the
ultimate gosl of producra
being 100 per cent raryrlahis

BOETLY

or compostable,” hike
Bertolasef, - £ of
Interface's Erm,

The sarpet Is belng Belled
by eovironment experts 35 2

Intz holes in e ground rep-
resented i?r tmaoe bu:;nm
oppertunity,” ERYE ary
Lovins, the US “Ereen bum-
e w—

carpet now in
landfills bore
Interface's name

Provemen
lowing 3 Demascene conver-
gl ke epwirenmental ooo-

wdng - iare waste waker
streams and emit Iaree
amounts of carbos doxide

Imterfacs undertock to
ensure thar, 28 soen 2=

covimament
“Ultimately,” says Mr
Andergon, “the firm aims

. COMpAny’s
past sing: “In the futtre.
pea'_u!e ke mt will go t0

The Ley to Spleniem is 3 siry
new mraterial culled
inclnde hospitals, schools, &

poly uwh

mcth,}'lenc terephthaleiz
{FTT) 3cst carpat

g 10 “lown-

At prossnt the costs of
removing non-boxic dyes
from PTT are prohibitive,
and the mutcrial is reused
0 an underoyer mmther than

wn#mmwummaduuw

in the top weava,

The PIT fibre on the uppar
pida of Sslealm 15 wevan,
creamng tennly fooring thar
sustomers

atrperis, food stores and
exmmercisl

Shelf, West Yorkshive, the
mpwtwmmhu
il lﬂh.lh" m
&rmh:kin;hmu.m

Grabam Sibley. diractor of
marketing communiearions,

Byt Sslenfum in Europe I3

100 per «ent of thr emergy
used in mapufactiue I= from
;ur:inlw-hh" ar non-fessils

ROUTEES,

Gne thing Ioterface deos
not ajm o redues [5 its prof-
ita, Rathor, it belaves it will
henent frem substantial
ohmet *“h'm-i-';ﬁ
H;hl: profitable liem.
Jdes ig that many who our-
rently use hard floors 0

would [k to have
the bemafits of better acous:
tied, eomiart and other abtrt
butes of carpeb without

formance
flesr.
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